HOME    LIFE   AT   SAYES    COURT
her charitable temper, the delight of her conversation
and her kindly benevolence he gives the impression
of speaking nothing but the truth. He also testifies
to her power of reading character, of which notable
examples appear in the records. "Though no person
living/5 he writes, "had a closer insight into the
humours or characters of persons, or could dis-
tinguish their merits more nicely, yet she never made
any despising or censorious reflections: her great
discernment and wit were never abused to sully the
reputation of others, nor affected any applause that
might be gained by satirical jests.55 But there was
no oppressive solemnity in her letters. She chaffs
Bohun quite amusingly for neglecting to write to her
in March, 1667-8, when he apparently occupied
the post of Dean at New College, "Sir, I will
imagine the important and weighty charge you have
to execute, your frequent conversation with Books,
your constant appearance in the Chapel, emulating
a Chamberfellow in treating of Ladies and keeping
the common fires with the wits, to be reasonable
excuses for so long a silence in Methodical Mr,
Dean.55
One notable passage in one of her letters to Dr.
Bohun, written in 1672 when she was about thirty-
eight, must be quoted. Shocking as the views ex-
pressed by Mary Evelyn may appear to Feminists,
Birth Controllers and professional women, there are
not many of them who could express the opposite
view with such calm eloquence, and there are few
of them who could write, paint, talk foreign Ian-
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